


UNLV – Who We Are

• Top-Tier R1 Research University 
• Top 3% of public research universities

• 67% Minority (minoritized)
• Top 5 diverse campus in the country

• 1 in 3 first-gen students

• 1800 veterans & military students

• 1,000 international students form 91 countries

• 50% first in family to earn 4-year degree

• 30% adult learners







The founders…



To now!



Many areas of expertise identified on campus







Catalyst Grant Program

• Awarded over $1M for sport related research 
and innovation

• Funded 17 sport related research and 
innovation projects

• 3 Types of awards

• Proof of Concept (POC)

• Product and Services Development (PSD)

• Catalyst Accelerator Program (CAP)



Sports Data & Analytics

• Lou Ruvo Center for Brain Health - Evaluating 
social determinants of health in combat 
athletes
• Influence on long-term brain health related to blood 

biomarkers and regional brain volumes 

• Ethnically diverse cohort

• PGA of America – Evaluating the role of golf in 
veterans with Post-Traumatic Stress (PTS)
• How this influences brain health and self-perceived 

wellness



Intercollegiate and Professional Sport 
Management Master’s Degree (IPSM)

• Founded in 2020

• Has grown to over 70 students

• Direct impact on Las Vegas Sports Ecosystem

• Master’s level students

• Undergraduate certificate program

• Capstones and Internship participation



SII Internship Program



Internship Success Stories



Sports Business Classroom Business of Basketball Program



• GOED Knowledge Fund Investment

• USI Catalyst Grant Program
• Awarded over $1M for sport related research an innovation projects
• Funded 17 sport related research and innovation projects
• Funded 4 Catalyst Accelerator Program projects

• USI Sports Internship Program (Super Bowl 2024)
• In partnership with LVSB Host Committee, NFL Foundation, United Way of Southern Nevada
• Placed 43 UNLV Students in real world internships – fully paid
• NBA Summer League, Sports Business Classroom

• State Appropriations Award (Susie Lee)
• $3,250,000 awarded to advance education, research, and innovation
• 3 Cornerstone Programs - Sports LEAP, Sports Science & Entrepreneurial Program, Sports Data Analytic Hub

• SEI-Con (Sports, Entertainment & Innovation Conference)
• July 15-17

How we got here



NSHE Approved Institute 
December, 1 2023



• Sports Innovation Complex

• Catalyst Grant Program Expansion

• Enhanced Sports Innovation 

Community & Industry Events

What’s Next?



Partners

We aim to create public/private partnerships




